IMPORTANT – READ this email if you plan to play in any of my football pools
Problems! Problems and more  Problems! – Some were caused by me and others by the continued impatience of pool players. – I need everyone to show some patience and trust that (just like the past 21 years) I will get everything taken care of in time for the upcoming season and as always I will make fair decisions to make the majority of people happy – certainly those who are fully paid but maybe not those who are not fully paid. 

I am more overwhelmed this year than almost any year in the past, certainly in the past 5 years since hooking up with OFP and I am struggling (unsuccessfully so far) to catch up. Sure it is mainly my own fault, but I need your help and cooperation. First, I accepted a new teaching job (starting 9/1) which I am scrambling to get ready for and running out of time.  Second, I failed to anticipate the multitude of issues I was causing myself by benching everyone in Pool 1 as I attempted to cap entries around 8500 and by trying to secure a spot in the Pool 1 for all returning players before I opened it up to new people or extra entries to returning players.  This cap was purely my decision, and as I previously stated - it is not a firm cap of 8500 and may indeed break that number.  All extra entries are being secured via mail payments, sending me an email does nothing, send the fess with a note and I will award them on a first come first serve basis.  If you send money and do not get the extra spots, I will either issue a refund or hold for future credit.

Here is a summary of the major points I need to cover right now and I think you should read them closely, because my tolerance for not adhering to rules is at an all time low right now and not likely to get any better between now and opening day.

(1) I need everyone to send in their entry fees immediately, doing so will ensure you will continue to be invited to future pools.  I open mail the night it arrives and checks go to the bank within 2 days but I often do not mark you paid at OFP for 10-14 days this time of the year, just too much mail to process.  When your payment arrives it lets me know you are returning to play in 2010, family and friends who annually pay when they feel like it, must send me an email telling me they are playing again in 2010.  If I have not heard from someone by 9/5 they will be removed from the pool.

(2) Do NOT hit the button on the MY PICKS page at OFP asking to be made ACTIVE, everyone will remain on the bench until I have control of the database and catch up on payment processing.  If you hit this button, you are likely to be removed from the pool.

(3) FREE college pools start this coming weekend (Labor Day) – if your payment arrives by 8/31 you will placed into these pools and OFP will set these 2 pools up on Wednesday 9/1. you do not have to do anything, you will see them in your pool list when you logon some time late on Wednesday.  Do not be concerned if you do not see yourself marked paid at OFP poolwide picks page, just email me if you do not get put into the FREE pools and you know I cashed your check.  Only worry about your payment if you get a COLLECTION REMINDER email, which you should immediately reply to so as to sort out any problems.
(4) EXTRA ENTRIES – for Pool 1- this is what is causing me all the headaches. (a) I need everyone who sent money in for extra entries to email me their OFP user name and password, because I forgot I needed them to manually adjust your account, (b) if you know of a NEW player (who will not get this email because they have yet to play in the pool) who sent me money, tell them I need an email from them as well with login and password.
(5) CREDIT – If I am holding credit for you, please email me and instruct me how to apply it, I am not a mind reader.

(6) Pool 1 – when will you get off the bench? – my current plan (hopefully completely caught up by then) is to ACTIVATE all paid entries on Monday 9/5 (labor day) – if this causes anyone a BIG problem and you absolutely can not get to a computer to make your picks from 9/5 to 9/11, then email me your picks and I will load them for you, but I really do not want many (if any) of these requests, I have enough to manage already.

Thanks for your patience and understanding while reading my thoughts, please just sit back and relax and by 9/5 all will be fine and be working like normal.  Thanks

John Bovery
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