TUTORING by “Mr. B.”
Contact: John Bovery (tutor56@aol.com); (908) 510–3787 (cell) or (732)525–9554
Why am I a tutor? One simple reason! – To help young people gain the confidence to reach their GOALS!! I have a tremendous PASSION for tutoring young people. My infectious ENTHUSIAM motivates my students to accept the challenge to be the BEST they can be.  Additionally, I make sure we have a little FUN as well. There is no better way to get a student to learn than to think they are having FUN as well. 

Tutoring Style – I MOTIVATE the students to become the very BEST they can be.  Sure, plenty of time is spent teaching the MATH principles, but that is the easy part, improving their self confidence is more critical.
Experience – I have been a certified teacher at the MS and HS levels for the past 5 years and I have been tutoring for 7 years.  I mainly focus on SAT/ACT Test Prep but I also do tutoring for regular Math classes.  For the SAT/ACT, I mostly focus on Math Prep, but I also provide valuable tips for the other sections: WR, CR, ENGLISH, READ, & SCIENCE.  I actually take the official exams myself periodically, since I believe it is critical for me to be current with the material being covered. Due to this approach, I am able to share the “test day” experience with my students and offer them a unique insight.

Background – Before starting to teach and tutor, I spent 18 years on Wall Street and the 6 years before that I was a computer programmer / systems analyst.  I have a BS degree in Computer Science with a minor in Math. I grew up in Jersey City and have lived in Middlesex County for 26 years now.  I have been married for 31 years and we have two wonderful daughters, ages 23 (recent college graduate) and 20 (in college now).  NOTE: I can also offer insight into the entire college visit, application, admission and financial aid process – we have gone thru the entire process twice in recent years and we visited many colleges up and down the east coast.
When to take the SAT/ACT? – That all depends on what MATH sequence the student is in - but in most cases, the first time should be while taking Algebra 2. Basically “the sooner the better”, so we can identify strengths and weaknesses and start working on the weaknesses to improve them ASAP and retake the test.

What is the ACT? – It is an alternative test to the SAT which many people are not aware of.  It is accepted by almost every college in the country in lieu of the SAT. It has a similar format to the SAT but is different enough in question format and content that it should be given equal consideration by all students. I will over simplify it by saying - the SAT tests ‘logic and reasoning’ skills & ACT is more of a ‘knowledge’ based test.
When to start Test Prep? – I recommend 6 to 8 weeks from the test date in order to PEAK at the right time.
Highlights of my Test PREP – (1) Focus primarily on MATH but all areas are covered, (2) Assess time management, (3) Evaluate calculator use, (4) Discuss guessing strategies, (5) Reading, Vocabulary and Writing Strategies, (6) SAT Question of the Day, (7) Teach student to avoid making same mistakes.
Upcoming 2011 Test Dates (all Saturdays):  SAT (10/1, 11/5, 12/3) ACT (9/10, 10/22, 12/10) PSAT (10/15)

Cost of Tutoring – My hourly rate is $45 per hour for one-on-one tutoring.  I prefer the one-on-one approach for the student’s benefit but will occasionally do 2 on 1 and group sessions under special circumstances.  My normal rate may have to be increased based on the distance I need to travel.
FREE First Meeting – I require an initial 1 hour strategy session (FREE) with both students and guardian(s).  We use this session for both the student and guardian to determine if they are comfortable with my approach.
If you have any questions please call / email, it would be my pleasure to assist you with your academic goals.

