With the football season rapidly approaching, I hope I find everyone well and enjoying the summer heat.

 

I will warn you up front, this email is rather lengthy so please make sure you have 10 minutes to read and understand it completely.  I have decided to use this email every August as the way to cover all logistics related to my pools and to keep the actual rules (which are attached here as an MS word file) shorter.  Since I usually include most of this info in the rules but history has shown me that not everyone actually reads the rules, so I am hoping everyone will at least read this email.  In addition to this email and the rules, I strongly suggest everyone (especially new players) read the FAQs and ISSUES pages at www.jrwinkle.com, you will find lots of helpful hints and most of your questions are answered there.

 

STOP! and go get your check book now!! - because "immediately after reading this email" is the time to send in all of your entry fees and i suggest some people even consider prepaying for future pools, I will keep the extra in a credit file in your name - also please remember to include your OFP username with your payment of entry fees.  There are no real changes to the pool formats in 2010 (just different FREE pools with an earlier deadline to pay in order to play, some small tweaking of double pick conditions, and a NEW football pool format where we try to pick the 12 NFL teams who will make the playoffs. But, getting back to the earlier point - paying early will be more critical in 2010 than in any other prior year - you will see this explained in greater detail below as you see the logistical changes for 2010, pool by pool, with all rules attached.

 

Bovery Pool # 1 (59823) is the original large pool which is now in year 21 of operation, it had 8,377 entries and (effectively) 1 winner in 2009.  This pool starts with 3 weeks of single picks and then double picks will kick in on a conditional basis each week as per the rules.  Nobody will ever know the password for this pool since the entry box is (more or less) capped and only prior year players will be invited to play, with a few exceptions here and there, due to people leaving the pool.  My actual goal is to have 8,500 people in this pool each year, so there is a small bit of wiggle room for new entries, which I will cover later.  All of last year's players have been set up in the pool for 2010 with the same number of entries they had last year. CHANGE for 2010: unlike in the past (when your account was set up as ACTIVE immediately) all accounts (in this pool only) have been set up on the BENCH - it was the only way I could control the capping of the entries.  As I receive your entry fee(s) I will turn your account ACTIVE and you will be ready to make picks.  If your entry fee is not received by Saturday 9/4 (6 days before first game) I will assume you do not plan on playing and i will pass your slots to new players.  But (as you will read later with regard to the FREE pools) I suggest you send in your entry fees earlier than that because the deadline for me to receive your entry fee (and for you to receive an entry in the 2 free pools) is Saturday 8/29.  For people I know personally, friends and family basically, I would also prefer you to pay early as well but if your money will be a little late, just email me to request your account be made ACTIVE. It would be best for everyone to follow the suggested protocol, since eventually (not within next 5 years or so, but eventually) someone other than Bovery will be running these pools and they will not likely extend the same flexibility I have for 20 years. Since I can accommodate a few new entries (about 100-125) I will handle new players and requests for extra entries (do not ask for a lot extra) on a first paid, first served basis - so send your entry fee in quickly and write a note explaining what it is for.  No mail will be processed until starting Monday 8/23 due to vacation plans, so please be patient and I will update the status of me catching up on the mail at the Trash Talk page at OFP.

 

BA75 Pool: (pool number 60050 and password golf) is the pool which I took over in 2008 and it had been run by BA for many years before that. It is played for 10 weeks using just single picks before conditional double picks come into play. This pool had 1,863 entries in 2009 and this is basically the pool new players should be focused on.  In years to come, it should also reach over 8,000 entries just like my main pool and starting in 2011 the only players who will be permitted to join Pool 1 (if spots open up) are the players from the BA 75 pool, so let's grow this pool 15% each year - especially since BA still shares in the gifts that I receive. While each player is set up as ACTIVE immediately upon JOINING this pool, I still will be expecting all entry fees to arrive before the pool starts, or soon thereafter.

 

Bovery Pool # 2 (survival using SPREADS): (60146 / golf) starts week 1 of the NFL and is a single pick format for all weeks and uses the SPREADS. it had 566 entries in 2009 and ended after 9 weeks.

 

NEW for 2010: "Pick the 12 NFL Playoff teams": (60192 / golf) will start Week 2 of the NFL.  Yes, you get to watch the first week of the NFL before making your selections, the deadline is Sunday 9/19 at 1 PM ET.  This format is very similar to my NCAA hoops 'pick the final 4' pool and is played for $20 per entry. see attached rules for full details

 

FREE pools for 2010, there will be 2, both college survival pools, one using spreads (60248) and the other normal, no spreads (59974).  You do not have to do anything at OFP to join these pools.  On or about 8/31; I will instruct OFP to see who is marked paid in my Pool # 1 and the BA75 pool and each MAIN USERNAME (no aliases) that is fully paid will get one entry in each of these pools - you will see these pools magically pop up in your pool drop down menu. Both of these college pools start a week before the NFL starts - on Labor day weekend.  See rules for more detail on these FREE pools.

 

In closing I have just a few final reminders which will help me a lot and ensure we have a smooth process for all pools in 2010. (1) if you send the rules to new players, please also send this email. (2) i need all players to triple check that all their personal contact info is up to date at OFP, problems usually arise on weekends so provide all phone numbers please, you can check this data at the MY POOL SETTINGS page under the HOME button, (3) please avoid sending overnight packages, they only cause me to chase them down at the carrier since nobody is home during school hours and please no voice messages during normal school hours, call back after 2:45 PM ET, (4) check the poolwide pick page at all pools to see if you are marked PAID, (5) please deal with me directly regarding entry fees, please do not use a middle man, (6) please send your login ID (user name) at OFP with your entry fee.

 

As always i much prefer to receive all questions via email so try that method first before calling me.

 

thanks

 

John (jack) Bovery

908 510 3787

